











Technological advancements provide us the

opportunity to manage our wastewater in safer

and more effective ways. In-situ tanks have become
an historical method for managing wastewater and
lack some of the components that are integrated
into modern septic tank designs.

These more modern components include:
Baffle - a wall-like structure that acts to reduce
the flow of solids through the tank and into the
disposal system.
Outlet Filter — A strainer that further acts to reduce
suspended solids entering the disposal system.
Inspection ports - To allow for simple inspection
of the interior of the septic tank system.
Established Operating Capacities - Modern septic
tank systems are now factory made and have
specifications for the wastewater flows they
can manage.

With this evolution of technology, standards and
requirements also change, meaning that your
historic septic tank system may not meet all of the

current requirements for septic tanks. However,

existing septic tank systems are still permitted

to be used until one or more of the following arise:
Your system fails and requires repair or
replacement;
The risk of environmental degradation or health
impacts becomes too great;
A reticulated sewer becomes available in your area;
You alter your house design or any plumbing
fixtures attached to your septic tank system;
Your septic tank no longer meets the water quality
standards it is required to achieve ; or
You have been given an order by local government
or other relevant wastewater or environmental
protection agency to upgrade the wastewater
management system.

Should your existing septic tank no longer be a viable
option, it will need to be replaced with a disposal
system that is currently approved for installation in
Victoria. Therefore, it is in your interest to maintain
your wastewater management system to the highest
standard possible in order to protect the natural
environment, your community, your family’s health
and your hip-pocket.
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